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ndiana native Todd Alan Clem has co
me a long way since

beginning his professional rad
io care

er as “
Rockin’ Bubba

Clem”at WPFR/Terre Haute, Ind. Since, th
e soon-to-be 42-

year-old has been hired and fired in citie
s acro

ss the coun-

try—Grand Rapids, Chicago, Philadelphia, Orlando,

Milwaukee—for being what he describes as “
too controver-

sial.”
� However, he is best-known for a le

ngthy, ratings-validated stretch in

mornings in Tampa as “Bubba the Love Sponge,” first at Clear Channel

CHR/top 40 WFLZ (the Power Pig), then at ac
tive rock siste

r WXTB (98

Rock).At 98 Rock, his show was syndicated by Clear Channel to a handful of

markets—most in Florida—and carri
ed on XM Satellite Radio.

All of that cam
e to a cra

shing halt on Jan. 27,

2004, when the FCC hit Clear C
hannel with a

whopping $755,000 fine for alleg
ed indecency on

four of the company’s statio
ns during Clem’s

show.

One month later,
Clear C

hannel cut the chord

with Clem, removed Howard Stern from its st
a-

tions and adopted a str
ict “zero tolerance” inde-

cency policy.C
lem sat on the radio sidelines until

Stern brought him to Sirius Satellit
e Radio in

early 2006 to do an aftern
oon show on his

Howard 101 channel. Signing a one-yea
r renew-

al with Sirius rece
ntly—after 

publicly statin
g his

unhappiness w
ith the way negotiations had pro-

gressed
—Clem stunned the radio world last

Decem
ber by announcing that he was ret

urning

to the sam
e terr

estria
l world that banished him

four year
s earli

er.

On Jan.8,his new morning show debuted in two

Clem strongholds: Tampa, on Cox Radio classic

rock WHPT (102.5 the Bone),and Jacksonville,via

classic
 rock sister 

WFYV. Now competing with

Clear Channel, “The Bubba the Love Sponge

Show”airs fro
m Clem’s Tampa studio where he also

does his afte
rnoon show for Sirius.

The Road Back

Clem says his Cox deal ca
me about fairl

y quick-

ly and without much drama.

Cox Radio/Tampa Bay regional VP/market

manager Jay O’Conner, a fan of Clem’s Clear

Channel show,“got a hold of my guy around the

time that our first Sirius deal w
as done,” Clem

says.“We actu
ally had our contract w

ith Cox done

and executed before we had this one-yea
r exten-

sion with Sirius done.”

Clem says that after 
being fired by Clear

Channel four years 
ago, he never 

thought he

would return to terre
strial—

not because he did-

n’t think someone would take a ch
ance on him

again,but because he didn’t know if he could have

fun in the medium anymore.

“What changed my mind was that Cox

stepped up big-time, and now that we are 
doing

it, I am really
 having a lot of fun. It’s ch

allenging

me to be more cre
ative.T

he other thing is the way

Cox talks to us and treats
 us.They don’t tell 

us that

we can
’t do something.They work with us and

try to make it h
appen.”

Clem is also excited about what the future

holds for him at Cox, beyond Tampa and

Jacksonville.

“I had lunch recen
tly with Cox CEO Bob Neil

and he put his arm
 around me and said,‘You are

our guy; we love yo
u. Let’s get some ratin

gs his-

tory here in Tampa and Jacksonville and then

when you’re all
owed to roll out your syndicatio

n

later t
his yea

r,we’re g
oing to get behind this thing

and go gangbusters.’
”

Clem says his deal w
ith Cox is str

uctured in

such a way that adding non-Cox-owned statio
ns

in other markets is 
OK, although he does have to

give C
ox right of first ref

usal.

Clem believe
s there is 

a “major void” for what

he’s doing now throughout terre
strial 

radio.Stern

“has obviously given us the branding nationwide,

so I think it would make a lo
t of sense for stati

ons

that don’t have a
lternative 

programming geared

toward men to take my show.”

And yes, Cox laid down ground rules prior to

Clem utterin
g his first on-air w

ords in January.

“To Cox’s cred
it,” Clem recal

ls, “we had sever
al

workshops with their at
torney, who told us, ‘Yes

here,no there, ab
solutely not here.’ I 

will not break

the rules w
hen I know what the rules are

. Clear

Channel never i
n my 12 years

 there to
ld me the

rules. If 
Clear C

hannel had said to me,‘Bubba,you

can’t say “tits,” ’ I wouldn’t have sa
id ‘tits.’W

e’re n
ot

hard to work with.We are 
not problematic at

 all.”

Ask him about the differen
ce between his Cox

show and his old Clear C
hannel show and Clem

says,“It’s ju
st as p

rovocative
, but there ar

e a lo
t less

strippers.” He adds,“We’re st
ill dirty, but we reel

ourselve
s in. At Clear Channel we would just

drone on and on with topics. I t
hink we’re al

l just

getting a littl
e bit older and I don’t think we draw

the titil
lation out as lo

ng as we used to.”

The Future Of Satellite

Frustrate
d that a year 

has passed and the

Department of Justice a
nd the FCC have n

ot yet

ruled on the proposed

merger of Sirius and

XM, Clem, who now

works on both sides of

the fence says, “The

NAB and others that

are m
aking a big deal

out of this are 
doing so

because 
they are

scared
. I don’t under-

stand it, because there

is enough pie for

every
body.”

As for his future at

Sirius, Clem is uncer-

tain.
“I’m locked into

Sirius until the end of

this year.
After that, I

have no idea at all. I

would love to be there

mainly because of

some of the relatio
n-

ships I’ve 
established

with friends and fans

and of course m
y loy-

alty to Howard Stern.

There ar
e a lo

t of peo-

ple in the Sirius organ-

izatio
n that don’t care

for me, especially
 after

the impasse d
uring the

last co
ntract.

But if I d
o

continue on at Sirius, it

will mostly be because

of Howard.”
r

‘If Clear

Channel had

said to me,

“Bubba, you

can’t say

‘tits,’ ” I

wouldn’t

have said

“tits.” ’
—Todd Clem

‘We’re still

dirty, but we

reel
ourselves

in.’ —Todd Clem

Mike Boyle

MBoyle@RadioandRecords.com

Returning to terrestrial radio in mornings while continuing in

afternoons on satellite has re-energized Bubba the Love Sponge

Bubba’s Back
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ALTERNATIVE/ACTIVE/ROCK

Bubba’s Broadcast

History

Todd “Bubba the Love Sponge” Clem began

his radio career April 1, 1
985. This history

does not include his syndicated affiliates.

WPFR/Terre Haute, Ind.: Spent two-and-

a-half years, left for Grand Rapids.

WGRD/Grand Rapids, Mich.: 91 days, fired

for being “too controversial.”

KTFM/San Antonio: Six months, split for

Chicago.

WBBM-FM/Chicago: One year, fire
d by new

management.

WIOQ/Philadelphia: 73 days, fired for

being too controversial, sued for breach of

contract and won.

WXXL/Orlando: One year, canned for

controversy.

WYTZ/Chicago: 83 days, format changed

to news/talk (as WLS-FM).

WLUM-FM/Milwaukee: 10 months, sacked

for, you guessed it, being too controversial.

WFLZ-FM/Tampa: Four years, two months

(October 1992-December 1996). Left for

WXTB morning show.

WXTB/Tampa: Seven years, two months

(December 1996-February 2004). Fired by

Clear Channel.

Howard 101, Sirius Satellite Radio:

Currently on in afternoons.

WHPT/Tampa and WFYV/Jacksonville:

Debuted Jan. 8.
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